Political Science 280 
Introduction to International Relations 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Spring 2012 

Professor: 


Dr. Ryan C. Hendrickson 
Email: rch5@illinois.edu 
Office Phone: 217.244.6168 

Political Science Department Office Phone: 217.333.3881 
Office: 352 Armory Building 

Office Hours: T/Th, 8:45 to 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 to 11 a.m. and by appointment 

Teaching Assistants: 

Blair Niece: niece2@illinois.edu 
Matthew Powers: mDower5@illinois.edu 
Ashlea Rundlett: ARundlett@amail.com 

Course Description 

This course introduces the student to the key theories, decision-makers, issues and problems in world 
politics. Topics and research to be addressed include theories of state behavior and international relations, 
the causes of war, foreign policy making processes, the political relevance of weapons of mass destruction, 
the United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and international law, political issues surrounding 
the world economy and transnational problems, including the political impact of AIDS, environmental 
pollution, the economic and political condition of the global south, and terrorism. The course is designed 
to encourage students to think critically about international relations and to be able to identify the central 
theories, players and problems in world politics. 

Required Texts 

Charles W. Kegley, Jr. and Shannon L. Blanton World Politics: Trend and Transformation, 2011-2012 
Update Edition (2012) 

All other readings for the course are located on E-Reserve through the library. 

Although rare, other readings may be added during the semester. 

Outside of the assigned class readings, I strongly suggest that you devote some time to reading the 
world/international sections of one major news outlet such as the Los Angeles Times, New York Times, 
Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, or Wall Street Journal, among others in an effort to become more 
informed of current world political events. You may also wish to read non-American news sources too, such 
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as the online version of BBC News. With a small but consistent effort to follow the news, I think you will be 
surprised at how quickly you will have a better grasp of current world events. We will spend some time in 
class and discussion sections relating current world political events to various course topics. 

Course Policies 

Any student who cheats and/or plagiarizes on an exam or a quiz may receive a failing grade for the course. 
You may wish to review the university codes on Student Rights and Responsibilities regarding academic 
integrity at 

http://admin.illinois.edu/Dolicv/code/article1 part4 1-401.html 

Makeup exams will ONLY be given in very exceptional cases. In order to request a make-up exam, 
students must have an excused absence that fits directly under the excused absence guidelines of the 
University of Illinois, Section 501-1 of the Student Code. 

http://admin.illinois.edu/policv/code/article1 part5 1-501.html 

If you miss an exam or quiz due to an emergency, a note from the emergency dean and supporting 
evidence may be required before a make-up exam may be scheduled. If you miss class or discussion 
section, you will need to get notes from another student. Neither the professor nor teaching assistants 
provide students with class notes. 

In this course, the teaching assistant has primary responsibility for the grading of exams and quizzes. 

If you feel like your grade was unwarranted and merits additional review, you should first meet with your 
teaching assistant to seek clarification on the grade. This initial meeting must not take place until 48 hours 
after receiving your grade, but no later than two weeks after you received your initial score. After this initial 
meeting with the teaching assistant, if you still feel that your grade warrants additional review, you must 
then submit a written statement that articulates your concern to your teaching assistant, in which your 
teaching assistant has another opportunity to review your concern. In the rare event that there is still a 
grade dispute, you may then send the written statement to Professor Hendrickson. Professor Hendrickson 
has the final say on your grade. 

Course Grading 

Exams cover all assigned readings and lectures: 

3 written exams @ 100 points each 

5 unannounced quizzes @ 20 points each (The lowest quiz grade will be dropped) 

Attendance in lecture and discussion sections: 10 points 

We will use the + and - grading scale for your grades. The grading scale is as follows: 97 and above is an 
A+; 93-96 is an A; 90-92 is an A-; 87-89 is a B+; 83-86 is a B; 80-82 is a B-; 77-79 is a C+; 74-76 is a C; 
70-73 is a C-; 67-69 is a D+; 64-66 is a D; 61-63 is a D-; Any grade that is 60 or below is an F. Grades will 
not be rounded up and down. 
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The unannounced quizzes may take place at any point during the semester (in lecture or in the discussion 
section), and will cover the assigned readings for the current week. Attendance will be taken randomly 
during the semester (either in lecture or in discussion sections) on six occasions. You will be provided two 
points if you are present when attendance is taken, fora maximum of 10 points. If you arrive late to class 
or discussion section, you will not be given points for your attendance. An absence will be excused only if 
prior approval has been gained from your TA, or if your absence falls under the excused absence policies 
as stated in Section 501-1 of the Student Code. 

Students may earn a maximum of three extra credit points (added to the total points accumulated at 
the semester’s end) for exceptional participation in the discussion section. Exceptional participation is 
measured by active, consistent, professional and respectful participation in classroom discussion. 

Exam Dates: 

Test 1: February 14; Test 2: March 29; Final exam: Wednesday, May 9 @ 1:30 p.m. 

Reading Assignments: All reading assignments come from Kegley and Blanton’s World Politics or the 
E-Reserve readings unless additional readings are noted. The readings have been assigned on a weekly 
basis, but may change based upon progress in the course. 

Weekl 


Read Chapter 1 in Kegley and Blanton 

Tuesday, January 17: Introduction: course syllabus and policies 
Levels of analysis/methodologies in International Relations 

Thursday, January 19: Key terms in International Relations: Nations, States and State Evolution 
Friday, January 20: Discussion section introductions and policies 

Week 2 


Read Chapter 2 in Kegley and Blanton 

Tuesday, January 24: IR Theory: Realism, liberalism, Constructivism and their adaptations 
Thursday: January 26: Theory Applications 

Friday, January 27: Further evaluations of power and states; Richard N. Haass, "The Age of Nonpolarity,” 
Foreign Affairs 87, 3 (2008): 44-56. 
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Week 3 


Read Chapter 6 in Kegley and Blanton 

Tuesday, January 31: Foreign Policy Making Approaches 

Thursday, February 2: Foreign Policy Actors and Challenges 

Friday, February 3: Foreign Policy applications: Melvyn P. Leffler, “9/11 in Retrospect,” Foreign Affairs 90, 5 
(2011): 33-44. 

Week 4 

Read Chapter 3 and pages 396-399 in Kegley and Blanton 

Tuesday, February 7: Global War/Polarity/Cold War 

Thursday, February 9: NATO’s Transformation and National Security Strategies 

Friday, February 10: Anders Fogh Rasmussen, “NATO After Libya,” Foreign Affairs 90,4 (2011): 2-6. 

Week 5 

Tuesday, February 14: Test 1 

Read Kegley and Blanton, pages 136-49 and 389-396 

Thursday, February 16: lOs/United Nations and Peacekeeping 

Friday, February 17: Bruce D. Jones, Libya and the Responsibilities of Power,” Survival 53, 3 (2011): SI- 
60. 

Week 6 

Tuesday, February 21: Peacekeeping and its record 

Read Kegley and Blanton pages 162-186 

Thursday, February 23: NGOs: Ethnopolitical groups/MNCs 

Friday: February 24: M. Patrick Cottrell and Travis Nelson, “Not Just the Games? Power, Protest and the 
Politics at the Olympics,” European Journal of International Relations 17,4 (2011): 1-25. 

Week 7 
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Read Kegley and Blanton chapter 7 and pages 243-251 
Tuesday, February 28: Terrorism/Robert Pape’s research 
Thursday, March 1: Existence and presence of conflict and warfare 

Friday, March 2: Peter Bergen and Katherine Tiedemann, "Washington Phantom War: The Effects of the 
U.S. Drone Program in Pakistan,” Foreign Affairs 90,4 (2011): 12-18. 

Week 8 

Read Kegley and Blanton chapter 8 
Tuesday, March 6: Causes of war 

Thursday, March 8: Issues in military spending and force modernization 

Friday, March 9: Conflict and Oil: Michael L. Ross, “Blood Barrels,” Foreign Affairs 87, 3 (2008): 2-9. 

Week 9 

Read Kegley and Blanton pages 374-388 

Tuesday, March 13: Weapons of Mass Destruction 

Thursday, March 15: Coercive Diplomacy and Economic Sanctions 

Friday, March 16: U.S., Chinese and Russian nuclear capabilities: Keir Lieber and Daryl Press, “The Rise 
of U.S. Nuclear Supremacy,” Foreign Affairs 85, 2 (2006): 42-54. 

Spring Break: March 19-23 

Week 10 

Read Kegley and Blanton chapter 13 
Tuesday, March 27: IPE and Trade Theories 
Thursday: March 29: Test 2 

Friday, March 30: Francis Fukuyama, “The Future of History,” Foreign Affairs 91,1 (2012): 53-61. 

Week 11 
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Read Kegley and Blanton chapter 13 and pages 503-514 
Tuesday, April 3: Global economic competition and education 
Thursday, April 5: Globalization and free trade 

Friday, April 6: Globalization and Education: Arne Duncan, “Back to School,” Foreign Affairs 87, 3 (2010): 
65-74. 

Week 12 

Read Kegley and Blanton chapter 4 

Tuesday, April 10: North-South, Colonialization/Marx/Global South’s response 
Thursday, April 12: Political challenges of the global south 

Friday, April 13: Progress in the global south?: Christopher Clary and Mara E. Karlin, “Saudi Arabia’s 
Reform Gamble,” Survival 53, 5 (2011): 15-20. 

Week 13 

Read Kegley and Blanton chapter 15 and pages 499-503 
Tuesday, April 17: AIDS and IR 
Thursday, April 19: Human Rights 

Friday, April 20: David Kaye, “Who’s Afraid of the International Court,” Foreign Affairs 90, 3 (2011): 118- 
129. 

Week 14 

Read Kegley and Blanton chapter 16 

Tuesday, April 24: Global Environment 

Thursday, April 26: Oil Politics in International Relations 

Friday, April 27: Michael L. Ross, “Will Oil Drown the Arab Spring,” Foreign Affairs 90, 5 (2011): 2-7. 

Week 15 
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Read Kegley and Blanton chapter 10 

Tuesday, May 1: International law and diplomacy: Just War Doctrine 

Thursday, May 3: reading day 

Final exam : Wednesday, May 9 at 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
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